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Description 



SYSTEM AND METHOD TO PURCHASE A 
CUSTOMIZED CD, DVD AND THE LIKE 

Cross Reference to Related Applications 

[0001] This application claims priority to United States provi- 
sional application serial number 60/469,328 entitled "Sys- 
tem and Method to Purchase a Customized CD, DVD and 
the Like," filed May 9, 2003. 
Background of Invention 

Field of the Invention 

[0002] The present invention generally relates to a system and 

method for purchasing recorded material and in particular 
to a system and method of custom designing a compact 
disc (CD), digital video disc (DVD), and the like, having se- 
lected recorded material, such as music, music video, 
recorded books, videos/movies, and video games 
recorded thereon. 
Description of Related Art 



[0003] Music, books, movies and other forms of audio/visual en- 
tertainment (collectively referred to as "recorded mate- 
rial") are commonly recorded onto media such as compact 
discs (CDs) or digital video discs (DVDs), which may be 
purchased by a consumer. Many methods are available to 
acquire these recorded materials. In addition to traditional 
retail purchase of recorded material, it is also available for 
purchase through mail order, telephone or internet pro- 
cesses. 

[0004] Traditionally, recorded material is purchased on a storage 
medium with a specific content compilation designed by 
the manufacturer. Consumers may also purchase individ- 
ual items of recorded material. Often this involves sepa- 
rate individual purchases with no opportunity for the user 
to create their own specific content compilation. One pos- 
sible method to obtain individual recorded materials and 
compile them onto one recorded medium is through in- 
ternet sales websites by either mail order or immediate 
download. Current MP3 compression technology has 
made internet recorded material downloading and up- 
loading a popular way to acquire and distribute recorded 
materials. Unfortunately, the download of material 
through the internet has often resulted in copyright in- 



fringement issues and subsequent litigation. 
[0005] There are currently no known methods available to allow a 
user to custom design recorded materials having only de- 
sired songs, movies or other material individually selected 
and compiled on a single medium (such as a CD or DVD). 
Further, not all consumers own a computer or have inter- 
net access, and not all computers have capabilities to al- 
low them to make purchases through the internet then 
copy them to a CD and/or DVD player. Thus there is a de- 
sire and need in the art to provide a system and method 
that allows consumers to design and create a CD, DVD or 
other like storage medium, having selected recorded ma- 
terials recorded thereon. Such a system could utilize or 
combine internet and point of purchase locations such as 
retail stores, kiosks and the like. 
Summary of Invention 

[0006] Accordingly, the present invention provides a system and 
method of designing and creating a customized CD, DVD 
or other medium of storage having selected recorded ma- 
terials recorded thereon. The present invention may be 
practiced by accessing the internet from a user's com- 
puter or at a point of purchase location. 

[0007] | n one embodiment of the present invention, a method of 



purchasing a customized CD, DVD or other like storage 
medium includes the steps of accessing a terminal, the 
terminal having access to at least one recorded item and 
including at least one storage medium; selecting at least 
one of the at least one recorded item; adding the at least 
one recorded item to a list; recording the at least one item 
to the storage medium; and dispensing the storage 
medium. 

[0008] | n another embodiment of the present invention, a system 
for selectively storing audio and visual recorded material 
onto a storage medium includes a terminal having access 
to recorded material and configured to download selected 
recorded material to a storage medium selected by a user 
and a dispenser connected to the terminal configured to 
distribute the selected storage medium with the recorded 
material thereon. 

[0009] | n y e t another embodiment of the present invention, a 
method of purchasing recorded material includes the 
steps of: selecting at least one recorded item from a list of 
recorded items available for purchase; purchasing said at 
least one recorded item; collecting sales data on a server 
related to the quantity of sales of said at least one 
recorded item; communicating said data to an internet 



website; and accessing said data to determine applicable 
royalty payments. 
[0010] other features of the present invention will become more 
apparent to persons having ordinary skill in the art to 
which the present invention pertains from the following 
description and claims taken in conjunction with the ac- 
companying figures. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[0011] The foregoing features, as well as other features, will be- 
come apparent with reference to the description and fig- 
ures below, in which like numerals represent like ele- 
ments, and in which: 

[0012] Figure 1 is a block diagram of the systems of the present 
invention; 

[0013] Figure 2 is a perspective view of a remote terminal of the 
present invention; 

[0014] Figure 3 is a flow diagram of a method of the present in- 
vention; and 

[0015] Figure 4 is an illustration of a disc case and disc of the 
present invention. 
Detailed Description 

[0016] The present invention generally relates to a system and 



method for custom designing and acquiring a compact 
disc (CD), digital video disc (DVD), or other storage 
medium having selected prerecorded music, movies, 
books and the like (collectively referred to as "recorded 
material") recorded thereon. A terminal having access to 
such recorded material may be publicly accessible in the 
form of a kiosk or vending machine, in places such as 
malls, airports, gas stations and the like. Alternatively, the 
terminal may be located within a retail establishment. A 
user may access the terminal and preview and select 
recorded materials that may be compiled and stored onto 
a storage medium such as a CD, DVD, MP3 and the like. 
The recorded material may include music, music video, 
recorded books, video movies, video games, and the like. 
The user may pay directly at the terminal and the storage 
medium may be dispensed to the user. Alternatively, if the 
terminal is located within a retail establishment, the stor- 
age medium may be dispensed to the user to take to a 
cashier to complete the purchase. 
[0017] Referring now to the figures, a system 20 of the present 
invention may include a terminal 22 that may be a remote 
public access computer similar to a vending machine or 
located in a kiosk, or may be a stand alone terminal lo- 



cated within a retail establishment as illustrated in Figure 
2. The user may access terminal 22 and participate in in- 
teractive communication with terminal 22 through menu 
driven software. The terminal 22 may include touch 
screen technology to allow the user to easily navigate 
through the software programs. Alternatively, the com- 
puter may utilize mechanical controls, such as button 
controls, located within terminal 22 and well known in the 
art. 

[0018] Terminal 22, as illustrated in Figure 2, includes a dis- 
penser unit 24 for dispensing the storage medium created 
by the user (such as CD or DVD), a credit card/debit card 
acceptor unit 26, a cash acceptor unit 28, a receipt dis- 
penser 29 and speakers 30. Speakers 30 enable the user 
to receive audio prompts or listen to previews of selected 
recorded material. Credit card/debit card acceptor 26 may 
be a standard credit card swipe device similar to those 
used at gas pumps or other self serve checkout stations. 
Likewise, cash acceptor 28 may be a cash acceptor and 
change dispenser device available in the art and com- 
monly used for change machines. Terminal 22 may also 
include a seat or bench 33 to enable the user to sit com- 
fortably at terminal 22 during operation of the programs. 



[0019] Terminal 22 may include its own hard drive for storing 

recorded material and may also be communicatively con- 
nected to a supply server 32 as shown in Figure 1. Supply 
server 32 may be located within the retail establishment, 
or at some other remote location. Supply server 32 may 
provide greater capacity, and access to a larger number of 
recorded materials to be made available for selection by a 
user. Both terminal 22 and supply server 32 may also be 
communicatively connected to the internet to provide 
even greater capacity and access to more recorded mate- 
rials for the user to select from and add to their custom 
designed CD, DVD, and the like. The additional recorded 
materials may also be stored and available through a sec- 
ond terminal 35. Second terminal 35 may be connected to 
terminal 22 through the internet or directly through com- 
munication between terminal 22 and second terminal 35. 
These combinations of recorded material resources will 
increase the versatility and desirability of the present in- 
vention. 

[0020] System 20 may also include a data collection server 34, 
either included within terminal 22 or communicatively 
connected to terminal 22. Data collection server 34 may 
also have the capability to collect sales data and other in- 



formation for each recorded material item selected and 
purchased by a consumer. This data collection may in- 
clude an accurate account of royalties that may need to be 
paid to copyright holders of the recorded material se- 
lected and purchased by a user. Data collection server 34 
may collect and compile such data as sales volumes and 
sales dollars, which may also aid in determining royalty 
amounts owed to owners of rights in the recorded materi- 
als sold. Data collection server 34 may also be commu- 
nicatively connected to the internet, which will enable 
third parties, such as copyright holders, to access the in- 
formation stored on data collection server 34 and obtain 
up to date information on sales volumes and royalty 
amounts. Programs may also be incorporated to calculate 
royalty amounts for a particular copyright owner based on 
the sales of their copyrighted recorded material. Data col- 
lection server 34 may be accessed directly by an autho- 
rized user. Alternatively, data collection server 34 may 
communicate information to a special secure website 37 
designed to allow access only to specific authorized third 
parties and may limit the type of access for a given autho- 
rized third party. For example, a particular copyright 
holder may have access only to information pertaining to 



sales of recorded material containing its copyrighted 
work. 

[0021] By way 0 f example, a flow diagram of one possible 

method of using remote terminal 22 is shown in Figure 3. 
The method may start at step 36 where the user may ac- 
cess terminal 22. The terminal screen may provide in- 
structions to the user on how to operate terminal 22. Next 
the user may then be requested to select a payment type, 
at step 38. Such payment may be made using a credit 
card, automatic debit, or cash at terminal 22, or other 
payment means known in the art. An option may also be 
available to allow a customer to select "cashier" payment, 
if terminal 22 is located within a retail establishment 
where a cashier is available. If cashier payment is selected, 
a later action will be required by terminal 22 to attach a 
commercially available magnetic security strip 72 to a 
case 70 for which the storage medium will be placed to 
protect against theft (see Figure 4). 

[0022] Next, the user may then select recorded material (step 
40), which may include music, music video, recorded 
books, video recordings and video games, depending on 
what has been purchased and licensed by the terminal 
owner. A list of possible recorded material selections in 



various categories may be provided. The user may be 
given further selection instructions to help the user search 
for desired recorded material within each category. The 
user may search for recorded material by entering search 
terms such as artist name, song title, recording year, key 
words from lyrics and the like. When making a selection, 
the user may be informed of the amount of space the se- 
lection will use on the particular storage medium to help 
the user determine which items to add to its shopping list. 
In some cases, the selected recorded material may require 
more space than one single storage medium can hold. In 
such a case, the user may be informed of the costs to 
purchase the selected recorded material based on the 
number of the particular storage mediums required. 
[0023] At step 42, the user may be prompted to select whether 
he wants to preview the selected recorded material. If YES, 
the system proceeds to step 43 and provides a brief sam- 
ple of the recorded material selected that the user can lis- 
ten to or view. If NO, the user may continue reviewing the 
list of available recorded material. After the user has ei- 
ther selected an item, or previewed one, the user may 
then be asked whether he would like to add the selected 
recorded material item to a shopping list at step 44. If 



YES, the selected recorded material item will be added to 
the shopping list at step 45. The shopping list will include 
the recorded material to be recorded on the particular 
storage medium to be purchased. At step 46, the program 
may also inform the user as to the available space re- 
maining on the storage medium after each addition of 
recorded material to the storage medium. After step 44, 
45 and 46 the system proceeds to step 47, which may in- 
clude asking the user whether the shopping list is com- 
plete. If the answer to step 47 is NO, the user may be in- 
structed to continue with the selection process at step 40. 
If the answer to step 47 is YES, the system proceeds to 
step 48 where the user may design a personalized label 
68 and the system prints the label 68 to be affixed to case 
70. Case 70 may be a protective case for storage medium 
74 as shown in Figure 4. Alternatively, label 68 may be af- 
fixed directly on the storage medium 74, also shown in 
Figure 4. The label 68 may include a variety of information 
including, but not limited to, a title, selected from a pre- 
existing list or designed by the user, and the list of 
recorded material items selected and recorded on the 
storage medium 74 (See Figure 4). 
[0024] Once the label has been created, the system proceeds to 



step 50 where the user is prompted to make a determina- 
tion as to whether or not the payment type selected at 
step 38 was "cashier payment."lf cashier payment was se- 
lected (i.e., YES), the system may affix magnetic security 
strip 72 to case 70 at step 52 then proceed to step 56. If 
the user selects NO at step 50, the user then pays for the 
customized storage medium (CD, DVD, and the like) at the 
terminal (step 54) then proceeds to step 56. At step 56, 
the system then records the selected recorded material 
items onto the storage medium. At step 58, label 68 may 
then be attached to case 70 or to storage medium 74, 
whichever was selected at step 48. At step 60, the system 
may place storage medium 74 inside case 70 and dis- 
pense it to the user through the storage medium dis- 
penser 24. The system then proceeds to step 61 where a 
determination is made as to whether the user has already 
paid at terminal 22. If YES, a receipt may be dispensed 
through receipt dispenser 29 at step 62. If NO (i.e., the 
user is paying via cashier) a price slip may be dispensed 
through the receipt dispenser 29 at step 64, so the user 
may then proceed to the cashier and pay for the cus- 
tomized storage medium 74. The cashier can then remove 
the magnetic security strip 72. 



[0025] Another aspect of the present invention may include a 

method and system of collecting data inputted and com- 
piled from the transaction at terminal 22, and making it 
available to third parties, such as copyright owners. This 
method may include the step of compiling data inputs at 
terminal 22 based on inputs and purchases made by 
users. The data inputted may be sent via electronic com- 
munication to data collection server 34. As stated earlier, 
data collection server 34 may include programs to sort 
and compile various information regarding the selection 
and purchase of the recorded material such as sales vol- 
umes, units sold, etc. Next, the collected data may be sent 
electronically to a special internet website 37. The website 
37 may include means to protect against access by unau- 
thorized third parties. For example, an access code or 
password may be provided to those third parties that may 
be granted access to the website. Further, access given to 
a particular third party may be limited to only that infor- 
mation related to transactions for which the user has an 
interest (i.e., copyright interest in the recorded material 
purchased). Those authorized persons, such as copyright 
owners, may gain access to the information compiled and 
communicated to internet website 37. This information 



may include recorded material units sold, type of storage 
medium sold, recorded material items previewed, sales 
totals, royalty payment amounts, and other desired infor- 
mation. 

[0026] other embodiments of the present invention may include 
a system configured to enable a user to customize a stor- 
age medium from their own home. This could be accom- 
plished by providing a system available through the inter- 
net that contains stored recorded material similar to the 
stored material accessible through terminal 22. The user 
may access and then download the recorded material to a 
storage medium such as the hard drive of their computer, 
as well as to storage mediums such as CDs, DVDs and the 
like. This system may include many of the same capabili- 
ties as the system and methods described above. The sys- 
tem may include programs to allow for purchase with a 
credit card, debit card or other known means of payment 
through the internet. This system may also include the 
ability to collect data on the sales and selection of 
recorded material and then communicate that information 
to a data collection server 34 as described previously. The 
data collection server 34 may then be connected to a spe- 
cial internet website 37, which may be accessible only by 



authorized third parties (such as copyright holders). These 
authorized third parties may then access the information 
at the internet website 37. This information may include, 
sales data, recorded material units sold, royalty amounts, 
and other information pertinent to the transactions in- 
volved on the system. This system provides an improved 
and accurate accounting of sales of recorded material 
readily available to those individuals having ownership 
rights in the recorded material sold through the system. 
The system also provides a method of custom making a 
CD, DVD and the like while providing an accounting of the 
sales to copyright holders. 
[0027] while the invention has been described in conjunction 

with specific embodiments, it is evident that many alter- 
natives, modifications and variations will be apparent to 
those skilled in the art in light of the foregoing descrip- 
tion. Accordingly, the present invention attempts to em- 
brace all such alternatives, modifications and variations 
that fall within the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. 



